
As a self-taught piano player, As a self-taught piano player, 
Tony discovered both a passion Tony discovered both a passion 
and talent for the instrument. He and talent for the instrument. He 
spent much of his life traveling spent much of his life traveling 
and performing for the rich and and performing for the rich and 
famous. But that passion was famous. But that passion was 
taken away when Tony suffered taken away when Tony suffered 
three strokes, which severely three strokes, which severely 
hindered his ability to play and hindered his ability to play and 
perform at his best. perform at his best. 
  
While still recovering from the While still recovering from the 
strokes, Tony sensed something strokes, Tony sensed something 
else was wrong. It wasn’t until else was wrong. It wasn’t until 
he came to The Rescue Mission he came to The Rescue Mission 
seeking help that his fears were seeking help that his fears were 
confirmed: Tony was diagnosed confirmed: Tony was diagnosed 
with Stage 4 prostate cancer. with Stage 4 prostate cancer. 
  
Tony’s Case Manager, Mark, Tony’s Case Manager, Mark, 
refused to let him accept refused to let him accept 

defeat and worked tirelessly defeat and worked tirelessly 
to ensure he got the help he to ensure he got the help he 
needed. Mark was by Tony’s needed. Mark was by Tony’s 
side every step of the way, side every step of the way, 
driving him to and from radiation driving him to and from radiation 
appointments and cheering him appointments and cheering him 
on during every visit. He even on during every visit. He even 
took the initiative to research took the initiative to research 
the vision loss caused by the vision loss caused by 
Tony’s strokes, reaching out to Tony’s strokes, reaching out to 
medical professionals to explore medical professionals to explore 
potential treatments. While potential treatments. While 
Tony’s peripheral vision could Tony’s peripheral vision could 
not be restored, he underwent not be restored, he underwent 
two cataract removal surgeries two cataract removal surgeries 
that greatly improved his that greatly improved his 
eyesight and quality of life. eyesight and quality of life. 
  
“I love him like a brother. He has “I love him like a brother. He has 
been that good,” Tony shared been that good,” Tony shared 
about Mark. The bond between about Mark. The bond between 

Tony and Mark is a testament to Tony and Mark is a testament to 
the relationships built between the relationships built between 
case managers and residents case managers and residents 
at The Rescue Mission. When at The Rescue Mission. When 
individuals seek life-changing individuals seek life-changing 
help, our staff goes above and help, our staff goes above and 
beyond to show God’s love in beyond to show God’s love in 
action. action. 
  
“I just want to live and enjoy “I just want to live and enjoy 
life!” Tony said. life!” Tony said. 
  
Tony recently completed his Tony recently completed his 
radiation treatments and proudly radiation treatments and proudly 
rang the bell at the hospital rang the bell at the hospital 
to signify his victory. With a to signify his victory. With a 
positive outlook on life, he’s positive outlook on life, he’s 
ready for whatever God has ready for whatever God has 
planned next.planned next.
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PLEASE WELCOME  
OUR NEW CHIEF  
STEWARDSHIP OFFICER:   
DAN ROGERS

We are excited to introduce Daniel Rogers as the 
newest member of our executive leadership team, 
stepping into the role of Chief Stewardship Officer 
at The Rescue Mission. Daniel brings over three 
decades of experience in nonprofit leadership, fund 
development, and organizational strategy, making 
him an outstanding addition to our ministry and an 
invaluable asset as we continue to grow and serve 
those in need. 
 
Daniel’s career reflects a deep passion for 
transforming lives and strengthening communities. 
Over the years, he has honed his skills in strategic 
planning, donor engagement, and relationship-
building, always maintaining a focus on mission-
driven results. He has a remarkable track record 
in aligning resources with organizational vision, 
ensuring long-term sustainability while cultivating 
meaningful relationships with ministry partners. 
 
Before joining The Rescue Mission, Daniel served 
in key leadership roles where his innovative 
approaches to stewardship and development made 
a significant impact. His ability to connect with 
ministry partners on a personal level, combined 
with his expertise in data-driven fundraising 
strategies, has led to remarkable outcomes for the 
organizations he has worked with.  
 
In addition to his professional qualifications, 
Daniel’s personal values make him an ideal fit for 
our mission. He shares our heart for serving those 
experiencing homelessness and believes deeply in 
the transformative power of faith and community. 
His leadership style emphasizes collaboration and 
transparency, and he has a proven ability to inspire 
teams to work together toward a common purpose. 

 
As Chief Stewardship Officer, Daniel will oversee 
our fundraising and stewardship efforts, ensuring 
we can continue to meet the growing demand for 
our services. His expertise will help us deepen our 
connections with our generous ministry partners 
and foster new partnerships, all while maintaining 
the highest levels of integrity and accountability in 
managing the resources entrusted to us.

“It’s a great honor to join the great team of The 
Rescue Mission, and I look forward to experiencing 
Fort Wayne’s wonderful communities!” 
 
We are excited for the fresh perspective and 
wealth of knowledge Daniel brings to The Rescue 
Mission. As we navigate this pivotal time in our 
ministry, his leadership will undoubtedly help us 
extend our impact and reach more people with the 
love and hope of Jesus Christ. 
 
Please join us in giving Daniel a warm welcome to 
The Rescue Mission family. We are confident that 
his work here will not only strengthen our efforts 
but also inspire others to join us in transforming 
lives in Fort Wayne and beyond.

“It’s a great honor to join 
the great team of The 
Rescue Mission, and I look 
forward to experiencing 
Fort Wayne’s wonderful 
communities!”



PLEASE WELCOME  
OUR NEW CHIEF  
STEWARDSHIP OFFICER:   
DAN ROGERS

The Rescue Mission has the honor of hosting 
three holiday meals each year for the community, 
providing them free of charge to those in need. 
These meals are made possible by the generosity 
of our sponsors and the selflessness of volunteers 
who dedicate their holidays to serving at The 
Rescue Mission. 
 
We are deeply grateful to everyone who helped 
make the 2024 Christmas Eve meal a success. 
With 3,500 meals prepared, we were able to serve 
individuals and families in need through dine-in, 
drive-thru, and carry-out options. More than just 
a meal, this event is an opportunity to bring hope, 
connection, and the love of God to those we serve. 
 
“We worked the last shift when things were 
slowing down, so we had the opportunity to talk 
with several of the guests. We came away from 

the experience feeling sobered by some of the 
hard things we heard, yet also warmed by the 
connections we made,” shared Shelly Habecker. 
Shelly and her daughter volunteered together 
for the Christmas Eve meal, creating cherished 
memories while making a meaningful impact. 
 
We are so thankful for the chance to connect 
with each individual who walks through our doors 
during these special events. It’s these personal 
interactions that make our mission come alive and 
remind us why we do what we do. 
 
If you’re looking for ways to get involved in 2025, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to Jay Evans, 
Manager of Volunteer Engagement, at jevans@
fwrm.org. Together, we can make a difference in 
the lives of so many.

SPREADING HOPE  
WITH HOLIDAY MEALS
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